
University of Waterloo Weather Station Summary – August 2016 

 

The hottest August in 55 years and the wettest in 30  

 

The month of August was the hottest we have seen since 1959 and the 5th hottest in the 

100 years of records in the region.  There was only 1 day that was colder than average 

and that was only by a less than a degree.  The overall temperature was over 3 degrees 

above average, the most above average month this year. 

 

Drought? What drought? After 3 really dry months in a row, this August was the wettest 

once since 1985 with 155.6 mm of precipitation.  This was almost as much as we had in 

the previous 3 months combined (167.6 mm).  It also puts it at the 7th wettest August in 

the region. 

 

Generally we don’t see weather that is overall warm and wet at the same time, looking at 

a graph of temperature versus precipitation anomaly (see the link below), you can see that 

2016 is out on its own towards the upper right of the graph.  Note that the crazy total for 

1915 was caused by a recorded daily precipitation of 175.3 mm on the 4th which is more 

than 100 mm more than any other station recorded that day in the area.  So I see that data 

point as suspect, but even if you take 100 mm of the total is was still by far the wettest 

August we have seen in the region.   

 

Link to graph: 

http://weather.uwaterloo.ca/download/historical/2016/201608_anomolies.gif 

 

Given the wet month it is not surprising that the total for the year of 640.8 mm has gone 

above the average of 596.0 mm for the end of August. 

 

 

Summary for August 2016: 

Maximum Temperature 33.6°C 

Minimum Temperature 10.5°C 

Average Daily High Temperature 28.4°C (Long term average 24.8°C) 

Average Daily Low Temperature 16.0°C (Long term average 12.9°C) 

Total Precipitation 155.6 mm (Long term average 83.9 mm) 

 

(Long term averages based on 1981-2010 data for the Waterloo Wellington Airport)  


