University of Waterloo Weather Station Summary - April 2011
The wettest April ever recorded

It may be surprising to some, but it worked out to be an average month for temperature.
Overall it was actually 0.1 degrees above average, however as often happens the daytime
highs were half a degree below average while the night time lows were about half a
degree above. As people will naturally tend to notice the high temperature of the day, the
feedback I got from people was that they were expecting it to be a colder than average
month.

Although we had a stretch of 8 days where it didn’t go above 10°C, this was offset by a
couple of warm days at the beginning of the month (including the 10"™ when the UW
weather station contest was decided — congratulations to Janie Simpson on winning) and
a few more warm days near the end.

Another thing that might have put people in a bad mood about the weather was the
amount of precipitation. It turns out that the month of April was the wettest since records
began in the area in 1914 with 136.5 mm coming down, this just barely beat 1921 when
there was 135.9 mm.

Even more shocking is that on the 15" the total for the month was actually a bit below
average at only 29.2 mm. But then storm after storm seemed to hit us with four days in
the last half of April that recorded more than 15 mm, propelling us to the record breaking
total.

Another wet month means that the amount of precipitation that we have seen for the year
(391.4 mm) is very much above average for the end of April (264.4 mm). This is now
the second wettest first 4 months of the year, just barely behind 1954 when we had 401.3
mm at this point.

The final total for the snowfall season of 2010/2011 was 177 cm compared to the average
of 159.5 cm, it came down to the wire with the last real storm of the season on March
23/24 putting us above the average.

Summary for April 2011:

Maximum Temperature 22.3°C

Minimum Temperature -3.6°C

Average Daily High Temperature 10.9°C (Long term average 11.4°C)
Average Daily Low Temperature 1.3°C (Long term average 0.6°C)
Total Precipitation 136.5 mm (Long term average 76.9 mm)

(Long term averages based on 1971-2000 data for the Waterloo Wellington Airport)



